" Speechl ess”

by
Roger Goldsmth



FADE | N:
I NT. JACK S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

JACK STEVENS a short fourteen year old boy sits at a table
readi ng froma notebook. He stanmers.

JACK
~ (reading) .
| th-ink Eng-land will g-et to
Eh-s w-orld cup semi-f-inals.
-u -

MOTHER (O S.)
(calls out%
Jack, tinme for school.

Jack | ooks up, a worried expression.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

Teenage girls huddl e together in grou

_ ( ps er wiwth their
nobi | e phones and watch their heroes pl
e
I

I nk
football.
JONES a big fourteen year old boy, th e
| eans agai nst the school buil ding wal n

of attenti on,
g to two BOYS.

Jack enters the playground, an apprehensive sideways

gl ance at Jones, |ocked in conversation, as he wal ks _
QUICk|¥ towards the school building, a solitary figure in
an enpty part of the playground. Jones sees him

tr
ki
e

JONES
(calls out)
You know what | esson we got today,
Stevens, don't you?

Jack tightens up but keeps wal ki ng.

JONES
Don’t you Stevens?

A TEACHER in his thirties close to the school entrance,
| ooks towards Jack synpathetically, as Jack passes him

TEACHER
St evens. ..

_ JACK
Sir.

I NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

Jones sits behind Jack at the back of the class. The
Teacher stands up froma desk as a BOY sits down.

TEACHER
Thank you, Tonkins. That was very
good.

A beat .



TEACHER
. (on the breath)
Ri ght, who wants to read out
their piece about the world cup

next ?
~ JONES
(cyni cal ly)
St evens, Sir.
TEACHER

(carefully)
St evens, you’ve hot read yet.
Want to give it a go?

. JACK
Y-es, sir.

Jones nudges Jack in the back with a pencil

~ JONES
Smhlsperlng at
ack’ s shoul der)
Go on Stevens, give us a | augh.

TEACHER
In your own tine, Stevens.
. JACK
Sir.
A beat. Jack sits nmotionless, frozen to his seat.
TEACHER

Stand up then, Stevens. Let’s
hear what you ve witten.

Jack stands slowy, holding a notebook. He turns a page
but funbles badly, clunmsily. Children in the classroom
| ook towards him and giggle with anticipation.

TEACHER
(to the cl ass)
That’ s enough now.

Si | ence.
TEACHER
(to Jack)
Ckay Stevens.
JACK
. (reads? .
| th-ink Eng-land will g-et to
th-e world cup semi-f-inals.
B-ut | d-on't t-hink th-ey will

Wwinit.
Jones plants his head on the desk, pretending to be asl eep,
snori ng.

T ER
Jones! EACH

Jones sits up quickly.

. JONES
Sorry, sir.



Laught er.

TEACHER
Carry on, Stevens.
JACK
(reads) _
I th-in-k the wi-nn-ers will b-
e be-tween It-aly a-nd Br-az-il

LATER:

Jack struggles badly, and visibly wilts with the effort
he puts in.

JACK
German-y an-d Fr-an-ce -are..

The Teacher stands up and throws in the towel.

TEACHER
Ckay Stevens, that’s fine.
(a beat)
Soneone el se want to read?

Jones thrusts his hand high in the air.

_ JONES
Me, sir.

TEACHER _
kay, Jones. Let’s hear it.

Jones stands up. He reads very confidently, the occasiona
gl ance towards Jack.

JONES
 (reads) .
| definitely think England w |
win the world c:ur).d They’ ve got

n
the best md-fie pl ayers 1n the
worl d. Lanpard, Cerrard, Beckham
They’'re all great players. Better
than any ot her country.

Jack lowers his head nore with every assured word he hears.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY
Jack | eaves the school, a disconsolate figure.
Jones stands talking to the two boys. He sees Jack wal k by.
JONES
(calls out)
That was a real |augh, Stevens.
You al nost sent me to sleep.
They | augh as Jack wal ks away fromthem

. JONES
Love it when you read. Makes ny day.

Jack | ooks enviously towards boys playing football



EXT. A LONDON H GH STREET - DAY

Jack wal ks with his head | owered, kicking at the fl oor
frustrated with things.

GAVIN in his forties, and JANE, his daughter, a very
attractive blonde fourteen year old girl, |eave a nusic
shop. TWO CAMERAMEN shap at them as they walk to a

| i rousi ne parked outside. A CHAUFFEUR in his fifties opens
the rear door for them

Jack kicks an enpty drinks can very hard, it |ands cl ose
to Jane and Gavin as they are about to get in the car.

The Chauffeur closes the rear door and wal ks to the
driver’s side door.

The caneramen continue to take shots of Gavin and Jane in

the car. Jane the closest to the pavenent, smles at Jack
as he passes.

I NT. JACK S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Jack lies in bed on his side. He | ooks at a clock on the
bedsi de t abl e.

| NSERT: CLOCK
7. 30.
BACK TO SCENE

Jack grabs the clock and hides it under the covers.

EXT. JANE S DETACHED HOUSE - DAY

Establish a | arge detached house with a drive.

I NT. JANE' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Jane wearing fashionabl e casual clothes, sits nunching
toast noisily in a very large kitchen Iistening to nusic
via an | -Pod, flicking pages of a nmagazi ne.

I NT. JACK S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Jack | ooks at his notebook, puts an untouched piece of
t oast back on a plate and [ ooks ahead very worri ed.

o MOTHER (O S.)
What is it Jack, you haven’'t
eaten your br eakf ast ?

JACK
N- ot hu-ngry.



I NT. JANE S HOUSE - KI TCHEN(CONT' D) - DAY
Gavi n appears at the kitchen door. Both Anmerican.

GAVI N
Good | uck for today.

Jane renoves the earphones.

_ GAVI N
| said good |uck for today.

JANE
Oh.
GAVI N
Ner vous?
( f'éANE )
confi den
No. y

Gavin cones forward and ki sses Jane on the cheeks, as she
puts on the earphones again.

GAVIN
I"’msure you' |l be fine.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

Chil dren begin to enter school.

EXT. QUTSI DE OF THE SCHOOL - DAY

Jack approaches the playground. He sees Jones up ahead and
ti ghtens up.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY
Jack enters the school with other boys.
TEACHER (V. Q.)

We have a new nenber of cl ass
joining us |later today.

| NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY
The Teacher stands in front of the cl ass.
TEACHER

Her name’s Jane Mortiner. She’s
Amer i can.

EXT. JANE' S DETACHED HOUSE - DAY

Jane strides confidently towards the |inousine. The
Chauf f eur hol ds the rear door open. Gavin stands at the
open door.



| NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM CONT' D) - DAY
The Teacher addresses the cl ass.

TEACHER
Her Father’'s the filmdirector
Gavin Mortiner.

EXT. JANE S DETACHED HOUSE - DAY
Gavi n waves to Jane, as the Chauffeur closes the door.

| NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM CONT' D) - DAY
A hum of anticipation in class.

i sb RCNES ly)
i sbelievin
ddi ng us s?rg

TEACHER _
No. Her Father’s making a film
i n London. Jane’s joining us
until the end of term

JONES

(d
You' re Kki

Real | y?

EXT. JANE' S DETACHED HOUSE - DAY
The |inousine drives out of the driveway.

I NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM CONT' D) - DAY

JONES
You nean the guy who nmade
" Houdi ni’s Chost’?

TEACHER
Yes, Jones, that’s right.

JONES _
That was a great film | loved it.

I NT. LIMOUSINE - MOVING - DAY
Jane | ooks at herself in a mrror, and puts on |ipstick.

| NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM CONT’ D) - DAY

_ JONES

(in ave)
And...Gavin Mrtinmer’ s daughter’s
joining our class sir?



TEACHER
Yes Jones.

JONES _
Ww That’s real ly sonet hi ng.

EXT. LONDON STREETS - DAY

The |inmousine in notion.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

Jones stands with the two boys eyeing up a group of girls
cl ose by.

EXT. QUTSI DE OF THE SCHOOL - DAY

Jane’s linmousine pulls up outside of the school gates,
cl ose to a bus stop.

The Chauffeur opens the door for Jane.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY
Al eyes are on Jane as she strides across the playground.

A boy facing Jane nudges Jones who turns and | ooks very
I npr essed.

JONES
Ww That nust be her. She’s
bl oody gor geous.

Jack stands close to the school entrance door. Jane smles
at hi mas she approaches.

Jones takes in the formof Jane fromthe rear, as she
approaches and enters the school.

JONES

(bo?-eyed)_
What | wouldn’t give to shag that.

I NT. SCHOOL RECEPTI ON AREA - DAY

Jane at a reception area, close to the school entrance. A
femal e RECEPTI ONI ST behind a counter, |owers a phone and
noves to the counter.

Jane and the Receptionist talKk.

MOVENTS LATER:

Jones enters with the two boys. Jane turns away from
reception.



JONES _
You Jane Mortinmer? Gavin
Mortimer’s daughter?

~ JANE
(sm | es)
Yes.

The Teacher approaches Jane, and shakes her hand. Jones
gawps at her open- nout hed.

TEACHER
Go to class, Jones. Please.
. JONES
Sir.
Jones shakes his head, as they wal k away.
JONES

She’ s bl oody gorgeous.

[ NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

The children are all seated. A hum of anticipation.

I NT. SCHOOL CORRI DOR - DAY

Jane and the Teacher reach the cl assroom door. The Teacher
opens the door for Jane.

I NT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

Conpl ete silence. The Teacher and Jane enter.

_ - TEACHER
I’d |ike to introduce you to Jane
Morti mer.
, JANE
Hi .
ALL
H...Hello...
TEACHER
| hope you'll all make her fee

very wel cone.
Jones gestures screwing to another BOY.

_ TEACHER
Let’s find a seat for you, Jane.

JONES
puts up a hand)_
She can sit next to ne if she
likes, sir. | don’t m nd.

- TEACHER
It’s very nice of you to offer,
Jones, but no thank you.



Laught er.

- JONES _
~ (feigning disappointnent)
Oh, sir.

Laughter, Jane | ooks towards Jack, seated at the back and
on the side.

~ TEACHER
poi nts towards Jack)
Go and sit next to Stevens,
pl ease Jane.

Jane sits down next to Jack.

( _l_JAyE
smlin
Hi . J
_ JACK

H .

LATER:
. TEACHER
kay, still on the world cup
t heme, who would |ike to read

their summary of England s
progress to date?

JONES
(puts up his hand)
Jane, sir. She can read m ne.
Jones offers her a notebook.
TEACHER

No.

(consi der ed)
Read Jack’ s piece, please Jane.
I f you woul d.

Jack hands her his notebook, open at the right page.

Jane stands up, very assuredl¥. She starts readi ng. She
st?Hners aF badly as Jack, but does it confidently and
W a smle.

JANE
(reads) . .
En-gland’s s-1x nil win ag-ainst
Ja-maica was a very g-ood per-
formance. T-he th-ree g-oals sc-
ored b-y P-eter Cr-ouch was a
conf-idenc-e boo-ster f-or a pl-
ayer who h-as h-ad h-is cr-itics.

LATER:

TEACHER _
Thank you, Jane. You can sit down.

Jack smles at Jane as she sits down. A warm gl ow ng bond
between them |ike nothing he’'s ever experienced.



EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

Jack runs across the playground, exhilarated. Boys play
football up ahead.

The ball crosses Jack’s path as he runs. He scores a goa
between two coats set as goal posts, nmuch to the surprise
of the boys wat chi ng.

The Teacher by the entrance door sniles and shares Jack’s
noment .

EXT. QUTSIDE OF THE SCHOOL - DAY

Jack stands on his own, at a bus stop, a glowing smle.
Jane approaches Jack, unseen by him

Jones and the two boys foll ow behind her.

Jane joins Jack at the bus stop, and stands behi nd him

Jones and the two boys reach the bus stop, and stand a few
yards away from Jane and Jack

JONES
She’ s so bl oody gorgeous.

10.

Jack turns round and | ooks at Jones, the faintest of smles.

Jane’s linobusine pulls up by the bus stop.
Jane, half inside the car, turns to Jack

~ JANE
Want a |l-ift?

JACK
Y-es. k.

Jack gets in the rear of th
smles towards Jones and th
stop, lastingly.

| i rousi ne. He turns and
two boys standing at the bus

D D

JONES
Lucky bastard.

I NT. LIMOUSINE - MOVI NG - DAY

Jack and Jane in the back of the l|inopusine. Jack turns

gac¥ and sees Jones at the bus stop as they drive into the
i stance.

FADE QOUT:
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